Elijah — a person like us
4. A person of confidence

John Percival

Introduction

- The great showdown!

- Three areas where we see Elijah’s confidence:

Confidence before the king (v16-19)

* The view of the king

e The view of the prophet

Confidence before the people (v20-24)

* The challenge

¢ The confest

Confidence before the false prophets (v25-29)

e Frantic activity

e Quiet faith (1 Kings 18v36-37)

Conclusion

Bible references: 2 Tim. 3:12, John 15:18, 20, Matt. 6:24, Is. 55:2-3

1 Kings 18v16-29 (NIV)

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab
went to meet Elijah. 7 When he saw Elijah, he said to him, "Is that
you, you troubler of Israel2"

18" have not made trouble for Israel," Elijah replied. "But you
and your father's family have. You have abandoned the LORD's
commands and have followed the Baals. ' Now summon the
people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And
bring the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four
hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table."

20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the
prophets on Mount Carmel. 2! Elijah went before the people and
said, "How long will you waver between two opinionse If the
LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him."

But the people said nothing.

22 Then Elijah said to them, "I am the only one of the LORD's
prophefts left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 2 Get
two bulls for us. Let them choose one for themselves, and let
them cut it info pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to
it. | will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set
fire to if. 22 Then you call on the name of your god, and | will call
on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by fire--he is
God."

Then all the people said, "What you say is good."

25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one of the bulls
and prepare it first, since there are so many of you. Call on the
name of your god, but do not light the fire." 26 So they took the
bull given them and prepared it.

Then they called on the name of Baal from morning fill noon.
"O Baal, answer us!" they shouted. But there was no response; no
one answered. And they danced around the altar they had
made.

27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. "Shout louder!" he said.
"Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or
fravelling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened." 28 So
they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and



spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. # Midday
passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the
time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one
answered, no one paid attention.



